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                                                                                                               Dated; April, 2017
   ASAB                                               
                                                      Cover letter

  Editor -in-chief

“Pakistan Journal of Medical Sciences” 

Dear Sir, 
I and my co-authors are pleased to submit our research article entitled “In-Vitro Transcription analysis of NS5A from HCV-3a circulating in Pakistani patients with chronic hepatitis C and their differential response to antiviral therapy” for a potential publication in your esteemed journal “Pakistan Journal of Medical Sciences”. It is also stated that this manuscript has not been published or under consideration for publication elsewhere.
Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) is a blood borne pathogen that infects hepatocytes and moves from acute to chronic infection. There is a strong need for the clinical management of this deadly virus. In this study, HCV positive patients were clinically assessed along with the antiviral therapy at prior, during and after completion of treatment in terms of SVR and non-SVR in HCV infected patients using HCV parameters. Based on this study, correlation was developed for HCV against various host factors like patient’s age, ethnicity and sex, duration of infection and viral load. HCV genotyping were performed prior to treatment in order to plan for the dose and duration of therapy. Enzyme levels, viral load and platelets predicted the response of therapy. This study was done in rural areas of Pakistan to elaborate to HCV therapy resistance of this epidemic disease.  
One of the hallmarks of this study is the sequence analysis of HCV NS5A strains that lead to the notion that NS5A specific mutations lead to the SVR or non-SVR patients. To the best of our knowledge, it is the first study harboring rural areas of Sindh, Pakistan that not only encircles biochemical analysis but also highlights disease severity based on HCV NS5A mutations. 

The content of this manuscript matches the objective for the “Pakistan Journal of Medical Sciences” and up to the level. This study would help the medical practitioners to handle the patients more carefully. It is therefore requested that the article may kindly be published in your reputed journal.
For further correspondence in connection with the manuscript, please contact on the address given below:
Best regards
Sobia Manzoor, PhD
Assistant Professor
 In-Charge Viral Hepatitis Research Group
Department of Healthcare Biotechnology

Atta-ur-Rahman School of Applied Biosciences (ASAB)
National University of Sciences and Technology (NUST)
H-12, Islamabad 44000, Pakistan; Office:   +92 51 90856147

Email: lcianunique@yahoo.com; dr.sobiamanzoor@asab.nust.edu.pk
http://www.nust.edu.pk/INSTITUTIONS/Schools/ASAB/Departments/HB/Faculty/Pages/Dr.-Sobia-Manzoor.aspx
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sobia_Manzoor2?ev=hdr_xprf
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