The Editor in Chief
Pakistan Journal of Medical Sciences

Date: April 20, 2015

Subject: 			Submission of an original article 

Dear Sir,

We are pleased to share our original work on an extremely important public health issue of the developing countries i.e. hospital waste management, titled “Practices and challenges of infectious waste management: A qualitative descriptive study from tertiary care hospitals in Pakistan”. This work emerged from my doctoral thesis at Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, and is part of a larger quasi experimental study.  

The research is novel in the sense that this is first study conducted in Pakistani context in two tertiary care hospitals of Rawalpindi. Government hospitals were assessed for the purpose of waste management mechanisms and processes. The health system’s overall weaknesses in terms of financing and governance are reflected on the waste management aspects too; and thus become a serious public health threat. The paper with its findings from qualitative component will be of great interest to the audience of your journal, as these portray a generic picture of any other resource constrained setting. En route, it also presents some important findings on lacunae and solutions on the subject, and hence are vital to read for the hospital administrators and the policy makers.

This work has not published or under consideration in any other journal, whatsoever.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We would like to recommend the following names as potential peer reviewers for our paper:
1. Dr Ahmad Abdullah, Senior Instructor, Shifa Hospital, Islamabad. drahmedabdullah83@gmail.com
2. Dr Fatima Mukhtar, Assistant Professor, Lahore Medical & Dental College. fatimamukhtar@doctor.com 
3. Dr Arslan Mazhar, Aga Khan Foundation, Islamabad
arslan.mazhar@gmail.com
4.  Dr Zulfikar Gorar, Health Sector Specialist USAID Sindh
zulfikar.gorar@gmail.com 




Sincerely,
Kumar et al.
